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torn off, to the Dewan, Yenkata Kow, who had been sent to
investigate into these disturbances. They went, wrote
Mr. Ashton, to a large building in the fort at Palpanabha-
puram, where the Dewan held his court. The Sudra Sepoys
would not allow the women to pass the gateway covered, so
they had to remove their cloths and reclothe themselves
after entering. They found the Dewan surrounded by a
large guard in full uniform, together with the Government
officials (all of high caste) and the head men of the Sudra
villages, all filled with rage at the unfortunate Christians,
and awaiting their arrival. The tumult was great, but the
missionary was kindly received by the Dewan, who recom-
mended the Christian women to place their cloths across the
bosom instead of over the shoulders. After a few inquiries,
he advised all to live at peace together and maintain the
ancient customs without change, promising that a proclama-
tion with regard to the use of the upper cloth should soon be
issued.

This proclamation appeared on 29th February, 1829, but
afforded no relief to the Christians, nor any extension of
liberty as to the use of decent and convenient clothing. In it
the Christians were blamed for desiring to wear the upper
cloth "contrary to orders and ancient customs/7 and were
charged with refusing to perform the Government service.
The use of the upper cloth was absolutely prohibited, the
jacket only being allowed. Exemption from Sunday labour
and from employment in idolatrous service was granted. An
appeal was made to the precepts of Christianity, as " incul-
cating humility and obedience to superiors;" totally ignoring
the fact that the whole genius of the Christian religion leads
to advancement in civilization and decency, and destroys the
possibility of slavery and tyranny. The regulation as to
obtaining the permission of Government for the erection of
chapels, &c., was repeated, and strong hints given against the